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paralysis ; Thomsen and Erb, tonic spasm in the voluntary muscles; 
Bernhardt, muscular rigidity and hypertrophy , constituting a special 
symptomatic group j Ballet and Marie, in a careful resume of the 
entire subject, suggest muscular spasm at the beginning of voluntary 
movements. 

Westphal suggests that the condition consists in an abnormality 
of muscular tone ; certainly, so far as terminology goes, in the 
present state of our knowledge upon the subject, Thomsen’s dis¬ 
ease is as satisfactory a name as any other. 

It is time that a case should be reported from England or 
America. 


BERIBERI. 

While referring to the neurological novelties, Lathyrism and 
Thomsen’s disease, we may as well include in our obser¬ 
vation some new facts concerning Beriberi , Barbiers, or the 
Japanese Kak-ke. The characteristic symptoms of the disease are 
a motor and sensory paralysis of the legs, accompanied by atrophy 
of the muscles ; at the same time the heart is enfeebled in its 
action, leading even to dyspnoea and final asphyxiation in the 
acute and pernicious form of the disease. 

Scheube, who has recently published an exhaustive monograph 
upon, the subject, has demonstrated by post-mortem examinations 
that pathologically the disease is a subacute multiple neuritis, —in 
other words, contrary to the opinion that has usually been enter¬ 
tained, that it is a disease of the peripheral nervous system. The 
inflammation is of the nature of a cirrhosis, and attacks by 
preference the smaller and most peripheral of the nerve trunks, 
extending in certain cases centripetally, and thus involving 
secondarily parts of the spinal cord. Scheube’s observation, that 
the inflammatory process was confined to the small branches 
of the nerves and was not found in the large trunks, while yet reap¬ 
pearing in the cord, finds an interesting corroboration in the 
pathological findings reported by Pitres and Vaillard in their very 
recent observations upon non-traumatic peripheral neuritis. The 
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latter authors conclude from a series of nine necropsies, that 
“ even in cases where neurites appear to be connected with initial 
alterations in the nervous centres, we have not found continuous 
alterations in the trunks between the cord and the altered 
nerves. Between the central alteration and the peripheral alter¬ 
ation the nervous trunks were healthy, and presented all the 
appearances of the normal condition.” 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND ASYLUM MANAGEMENT. 

The American politician is surely not a very enlightened per¬ 
son, yet he looms up grandly beside the theoretically non-partisan 
board of trustees of American idiot and insane asylums and the 
English justices of the peace who have similar functions in the 
British Isles. A well-known and able superintendent of an idiot 
asylum in Illinois, Dr. Wilbur, purchased supplies in open market 
at Chicago in lieu of buying them at the small town in which 
the asylum was situated. This was an offence against local 
interests not to be condoned, and the superintendent was forced 
to resign. All over the United States, especially in Ohio, Vir¬ 
ginia, West Virginia, and Indiana, have similar performances 
occurred. Able superintendents have been turned out of office 
because they did not display a proper zeal for local interests. It 
is obvious that in this element there is a serious obstacle to prog¬ 
ress in asylum management. The asylums erected by the State 
are made subsidiary to local tradesmen. To such an extent is 
the system of pandering to local prejudices carried, that corrupt 
means were taken to induce the commissioners, of an asylum to be 
erected, to locate the same in the vicinity of a small town in 
order to aid its development. The remedy for this was sug¬ 
gested by Comptroller Olcott some years ago, namely, the aboli¬ 
tion of the local boards of trustees, and placing their functions in 
the hands of the State Boards of Charities. In England the 
local justices of the peace, whose unintellectual nature was 
ridiculed by Shakespeare, and has been the theme of ridicule 
ever since, are the chief authorities in the county asylums, and a 



